
General Rules & Regulations
World Championship 2021

MARINA DI RAVENNA - Emilia Romagna- Italy



Bologna, 15/01/2021

1.  General Principles

1.1 The  International  Amateur  American  Football  League
(IAAFL)  have  authorised  the  local  Organizing  Committee
National  Football  League  Italy  (NFLI)  to  host  the  World
Championship 2021 in Riviera Emilia Romagna, Italy from
2021 October 11th to 17th.

1.2 Teams  F9/F11/Flag  male  and female  from  throughout  the
continents  where  the  sport  of  American Football  is  played
according to the rules of a legally recognised sports authority
will  be  selected  to  participate  in  this  World
Championship 2021.

1.3 IAAFL will select the teams which will be invited by the local
Organizing  Committee  to  participate  in  the  World
Championship 2021. 

1.4 The  participating  must  commit  to  upholding  the  World
Championship 2021 rules and regulations.

1.5 The playing members of the participating teams must not be
under  contract,  at  the  time  of  the  games,  to  any  of  the
professional football leagues.

1.6   In its role as the sole transnational non-professional football
association in the world, IAAFL, has selected and authorised
the  local  Organizing  Committee  to  promote  and  manage
every aspect of  the World Championship 2021 event  called
“World Championship 2021- Riviera Emilia Romagna”.



1.7 Regarding  the  following  issues,  IAAFL  assigns  all
international  and  rights,  without  exception,  to  the  local
Organizing Committee:  
 event sponsors and collateral activities;
 event logo, name and merchandising rights;
 event mascot and relative merchandising;
 ticket sales.

      Furthermore, IAAFL obliges the local Organizing Committee
to:
 negotiate with all candidates wishing to participate in the

event; sign all contracts with the federations.

1.8 This  present  World  Championship  2021  regulations
document is considered the accepted law in force regulating
the  legal  and  financial  relations  between  participating
members of the World Championship 2021 as regards both
the sports rules and the commercial regulations. 



2.  Intellectual Property

2.1 The  following  are  considered  intellectual  property:  all
copyrights,  patents,  registered  and  non-registered  brands,
production  secrets,  and  “know-how”,  as  well  as  all  other
intellectual property, as defined in art. 2 of the “Convention
Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organisation of
July 1967”.

             2.2 The  “American  Football  World  Championship  2021”  is  a
sport event whose title and logo are protected by copyright.
Organizing Committee maintains exclusive rights to all of the
following items as well as exclusive rights to their use.
 World Championship 2021 Logo and name
 World Championship 2021 Mascot
 Marketing and Radio and Television broadcasting rights

2.3 The  Organizing  Committee  maintains  exclusive  rights  to
authorise    the  use  of  its  property  or,  upon  payment,  to
transfer the rights to its property.

2.4 Participating Teams are hereby authorized to use the official
World  Championship  2021  logo  for  World  Championship
2021  related  purposes,  however,  it  may  not  be  used  for
commercial purposes and may not be modified in any way.
Any advertising or commercial use of the event title or logo
must  be  authorized  in  advance  by  the  local  Organizing
Committee

2.5 In as much as the Organizing Committee is a not-for-profit
association, it will endeavour to balance the budget through
the  sale  of  radio  and television  broadcasting  rights  to  the
event,  merchandising,  sponsors  rights,  advertising  and the
management of all other commercial  aspects of the event, as
well as utilising public funding available to it.



ATTACHMENT A

PARTICIPATION RULES & REGULATIONS  

 Each Team must arrive in Riviera Emilia Romagna before 11
october
(the date from which all events and services provided by the
Organizing  Committee  will  begin).  All  of  the  participating
Teams  will  be  required  to  participate  in  the  Opening
Ceremony as well as in the final Awards Ceremony, which is
scheduled  for  October  13. Hospitality  services  provided  by
the Organizing Committee will terminate on October 17. 
At least (6) six months prior to the beginning of the event,
each  team  is  individually  responsible  for  contacting  the
Organizing Committee with requests for early or late arrival
or departure and hospitality.
The  Organizing  Committee  will  endeavour  to  satisfy  every
reasonable  request  and will  inform the  Teams making  the
requests of any additional related costs.

• Within 30 days of the World Championship 2021, each Team
must provide the local Organizing Committee a definitive list
of  participating  athletes,  coaches,  technical  assistants,  and
companions.  At  the  same  time,  please  provide  a  medical
certificate specifying each athlete’s health status and ability to
participate in the World Championship 2021.

• Each Team will be assigned one tutor who will act as liaison
between  the  teams  and  the  operations  centre  of  the  local
Organizing Committee.

• A practice field will be available to each Team for 2 to 3 hours
per  day  (alternating  morning  and  afternoon  practises),
according  to  a  precise  practise  schedule  which  will  be
furnished  to  the  coaching  staff  of  each  team  prior  to  the
World Championship 2021.

•             Transport to and from the practise fields will be available.

 Every Team will have meeting room available for offense and
defense meetings.



 The Organizing Committee operations centre will assist Team
members  needing  medical  and  diagnostic  services,  x-rays,
TAC,  sonograms  and  physiotherapy  services  as  well  as
providing emergency transport service.

• The Organizing Committee will insure each member of each
Team  against  the  following  risks:  death,  permanent
disability, garanteed diagnostic hospitalisation.

 Each  Team  must  nominate  a  World  Championship  2021
liaison and an  alternate  who  will  be  responsible  for
maintaining  communications  with  the  local  Organizing
Committee operations centre via cellular telephones provided
for this purpose.

 At least 6 hours prior to each game, each Team liaison must
present  to  the  organisational  secretary  of  the  Organisation
Committee  a  roster  of  the  athletes  scheduled  to  play,
outlining the authorised substitutes on the proper form.



ATTACHMENT B

WSG OPENING CEREMONY 
 
Two hours before the opening inaugural game, athletes and 
team members representing each Team will parade the field, 
led by each respective nation’s flag carrier.

Once the Teams are positioned throughout the field, the local 
Sport’s Authority and the local and international public 
officials present will welcome all the participating teams. This
will be followed by the sports loyalty oath recited by an 
athlete.

Ten (10) minutes prior to kick off, the referees will call the
opposing  teams  to  the  centre  of  the  field  to  listen  to  the
respective Anthems.

AWARDS  CEREMONY

All of the Teams will be present at the stadium and lined up
on the field  to  receive  the  1°  2°  3°  place  awards  after  the
World Championship 2021 takes place.

All  of  the  participating  Teams  will  receive  a  medal
commemorating  their  participation  in  the  World
Championship 2021.

The winners of the 1°, 2° and 3° place will  receive trophies
and gold-silver-bronze medals, respectively.

The  Anthem  of  the  1°  place  Team  will  be  played  as  that
nation’s flag is raised on the field.

POST GAME PARTY

All of the World Championship 2021 participants and invited
guests will attend the final Post Game Party.



ATTACHMENT  C

CONSTITUTION OF THE DISCIPLINARY 
COMMISSION 

The  Disciplinary  Commission  will  be  composed  of  the
President  of  the  Organizing  Committee,  a  representative
from one of the Teams (to be elected from among the eight
participating  teams),  two  referees  present  at  the  event,  a
representative from AICS and two representatives from the
IAAFL council.

The Disciplinary Commission is responsible for  making sure
that  all  of  the  participating  teams  respect  the  rules  and
regulations of the World Championship 2021; this includes,
but is not limited to: respecting the  practice schedule and the
transport schedule, providing required documentation to the
Organizing Committee, timely arrivals and departures from
the  scheduled  World  Championship  2021  events  (lunches,
dinners, meetings, cocktail  parties,  press conferences, etc.),
as well as assuring that every athlete from every participating
team respects and upholds the tenants of civilised behaviour
and peaceful coexistence during the course of the event.



PARTICIPATION RULES AND REGULATIONS
AMERICAN FOOTBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
2021

The Teams invited to participate in the World Championship 
2021 must scrupulously observe the following articles.  In 
order to indicate unconditional acceptance of the regulations 
herein, the President of each Team /Organization must sign 
this document and send it to the Organizing Committee.
As  soon  as  the  Team/organization  is  accepted,  every
Team/Organization  have  to  appoint  a  Team  Manager
responsible  for  all  communications  with  the  Organizing
Committee.

Art.1
Having accepted the invitation to participate, no Team will be
allowed to withdraw from the event without being subject to
a penalty.

Art. 2
Each  Team  must  provide  round  trip  airfare,  to  and  from
Riviera Emilia Romagna, for all team members.
 

Art. 3
Each  Team must provide the required documentation listed
in attachment A to the local Organizing Committee, as well as
must  communicate  all  dates  and  times  of  arrivals  and
departures, numbers of people participating in the Opening
Ceremony, press conferences, dinners, promotional cocktail
parties, and all other events listed in attachment A.

Art. 4
Each Team will be liable for any fraud or material damages to
persons  or  property  committed  by  members  of  its  team.
Based  upon  testimony  and  probative  evidence,  the
Disciplinary Commission is empowered to evaluate damages
and impose required compensation from the Team at fault.

Art. 5
Each Team agrees to be subject to the decisions of the Sports
Judge regarding issues of sports justice. Furthermore, each
Team agrees to be subject to the decisions of the Disciplinary
Commission  (attachment  C)  regarding  organisational  and
civil issues.



Art. 6
Each  Team  agrees  to  submit  its  athletes  to  drug  testing
provided  by  the  Italian  Olympic  Committee’s  Medical
Service, according to the C.I.O. dictates.

Art. 7
The games will be refereed by neutral officials according to
the international regulations in force on game dates, under
qualified supervision.

Art. 8
Participating  Teams  may  display  any  advertising  on  their
football uniforms. Helmets can be of the same color, or every
player can have his  team/club helmet,  providing that  their
colors/logos will be in proper good condition.

Art. 9
Each  participating  Team  must  have  at  least  one  game
uniforms. The colors of uniform must be communicated to
the Organizing Committee at least 15 day prior to the World
Championship 2021



ROLE OF MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE

Giovanni Cantù
President of the Organizing Committee.
May sign all contracts and represents the Organizing
Committee.  Manages  the  relationships  between  the  O.C.
and  the  local  governing  bodies,  as  well  as  CONI.
Responsible  for  financial  planning  and  contract
negotiations for the sale of television and radio broadcast
rights  to  the  event,  as  well  as  contacting  sponsors.  Co-
ordinator for the various working groups.

Walter Sabbioneda
Vice President of the Organizing Committee.
In  the  absence  of  the  President,  or  if  authorised  by  the
President,  may  sign  all  contracts  and  represents  the
Organizing  Committee.  Responsible  for  marketing,
advertising,  locating sponsors,  and collaborating with the
President to draft  contracts  for  the sale of  television and
radio broadcast rights to the event.

Angelo Giannuzzi
Technical Consultant for football operations. Responsible for editing, 
adaptation and publication of the sport and game rules.

Rebeca Corchado
Organizing Committee Member.
Responsible Flag-football senior male/female.

Massimiliano Trenti
Co-Organizing Committee Member.
Commissioner flag-football senior male/female.

Luigi Mazzucato
Organizing Committee Member.
Co-ordinate communications with and invitations to the 
various Teams/Organizations.  Collaborate with the 
President and Vice President to locate event sponsors and 
companies interested in acquiring broadcasting rights to the 
World Championship 2021. 

Andrea Delcolle
Organizing Committee Member.
Covid Manager 

Mauro Pittalunga
Organizing Committee Member.
Medical Coordinator


